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APPENDICES  
 
1. THE GOLDEN RULE IN ALL RELIGIONS

 l Christianity: All things whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye so to them; for this is the law and the prophets. / 
Matthew 7:1

 l Confucianism: Do not do to others what you would not like yourself. 
Then there will be no resentment against you, either in the family 
or in the state./Analects 12:2

 l Buddhism: Hurt not others in ways that you yourself would find 
hurtful./Udana-Varga 5,1

 l Hinduism: This is the sum of duty; do naught onto others what you 
would not have them do unto you. / Mahabharata 5,1517

 l Islam: No one of you is a believer until he desires for his brother 
that which he desires for himself./ Sunnah

 l Judaism: What is hateful to you, do not do to your fellowman. This 
is the entire Law; all the rest is commentary./Talmud, Shabbat 3id

 l Taoism: Regard your neighbor’s gain as your gain, and your neigh-
bor’s loss as your own loss./ Tai Shang Kan Yin P’ien

 l Zoroastrianism: That nature alone is good which refrains from doing 
another whatsoever is not good for itself/ Dadisten-I-dinik, 94,5
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2. THE SECOND GENERATION IN 
THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT: THE 
IMPORTANCE OF A HAND OFF

Carrie Chapman Catt (1859 - 1957)
Carrie Chapman Catt joined the movement in 1885, and fell under Susan 
B Anthony’s mentorship. “Nearly everyone who met these suffragists 
commented on their intelligence and talent. They might often be at odds 
with another over an issue, their numbers across the United States few, and 
their campaigns hopelessly underfinanced, but the brain energy of their 
leadership could be awesome. Carrie Chapman’s rapid rise to prominence 
reflected the leaders instant recognition of her as one of their own, and 
their confident praise released a stunning energy in her.” From as early 
as 1889, Susan B Anthony groomed Carrie for leadership of the struggle 
for women’s suffrage.

Susan resigned from the presidency of NAWSA in 1900, and Carrie was 
elected the new president. Susan played a role in helping Carrie launch 
the International Women’s Suffrage Alliance, traveling with her to Berlin 
in 1904 for the official founding. There, the foreign delegates read a note 
they had composed praising Susan’s commitment to the cause and her 
incredible accomplishments throughout her life. The address was appar-
ently so moving that Susan was unable to respond. Two years later, while 
Carrie was away in Copenhagen for another assembly of ISWA, Susan B 
Anthony died in Rochester, New York. She was 86 years old.

Carrie was born in Wisconsin, 1859. She was a key member of the fight for 
women’s rights, right up to the passing of the 19th Amendment in 1920. 
She had worked a schoolteacher to pay her way through college at Iowa 
State, as her father refused to pay. She received her degree in 1880, was a 
principal of a high school by 1881, and superintendent of schools in 1883. 

Carrie’s first husband was Leo Chapman, a man she met and married in 
Iowa. She left her job, as was expected of married women at the time, but 
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then became a co-editor of Leo’s newspaper. 

After publishing a statement that Carrie’s opponent in a race for Superin-
tendent of Schools was guilty of finance and voter manipulation, Leo and 
Carrie were essentially run out of town on criminal libel charges. Carrie 
went to live with a relative for a short time, while Leo made his way to 
California, but before they could make a life there he caught typhus and 
died. They had been married a single year. 

In 1887 she became involved with the Iowa Women’s Suffrage Associa-
tion, where she emerged as a leader in winning the right to vote in that 
state. She then went on to become the president of the National Woman’s 
Suffrage Association in 1900. She married George Catt in 1890, and the 
two had an agreement in which he would fund her participation in the 
suffrage movement. They spent more time apart than together, and he 
died suddenly in 1915. She then moved in with her life-long partner, 
Mary Hay. The two of them worked tirelessly for years to bring women 
the vote nationwide. In 1920 the 19th amendment was passed, issuing 
the national vote to women.

In October of 1885, in Cedar Rapids Ohio, Lucy Stone spoke publicly at the 
state suffrage convention. During that time Carrie Chapman Catt had been 
gaining notoriety among the Ohio suffragettes; She had been publishing 
articles, and had composed a petition demanding the women’s right to 
vote in city elections. The local Suffrage Association was so impressed they 
invited Carrie to the convention in Cedar Rapids. There, she soaked up 
Lucy Stone’s eloquent speech. She was deeply moved, and knew from then 
on that she had found the issue about which she would be most passionate.

In 1889 Lucy was present to hear Carrie speak at a state suffrage conven-
tion. After Carrie’s address, Lucy stood and effectively passed the torch: 
“Mrs. Chapman will be heard from yet in this movement.” Immediately 
after, Carrie was unanimously elected the state lecturer and organizer. 
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Mary “Molly” Garrett Hay (1857 - 1928) 
Mary Hay was a fierce suffragist, and Carrie Chapman Catt’s life partner. 
She was born August 29th, 1857, in Charlestown, Indiana. Her mother 
died when she was young. The eldest child in the family, she was very 
close with her father, who was a politician in the Republican party and 
a medical doctor. He regularly presided over local conventions or public 
meetings; Mary would always accompany him. From a young age she 
learned the power of speech and local organization. From 1873 and 1874 
she attended Western Female Seminary in Oxford, Ohio, where she trained 
as a pharmacist; she then worked at her father’s pharmacy. Mary and 
her father moved to Indianapolis when she was older, and there she was 
discovered as a talented organizer within the temperance movement. 
She was recruited by a woman named Lodie Reed, who was the editor 
of the temperance paper The Organizer. Mary committed herself fully to 
the temperance movement, but soon came to a somber conclusion: “If 
women were to work effectively in temperance they must have the ballot.”

Mary met Carrie when she came to New York in 1890, seeking allies 
and expansion of both the temperance movement, and the struggle for 
women’s rights. She immediately fell into company with all the major 
players present: Susan B Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Carrie 
herself. In 1895, the group decided to organize a standing committee aimed 
at consolidating their national effort. Carrie, by Susan’s appointment, was 
placed in charge of all fieldwork, with Molly as her secretary. This was 
the beginning of their extended time together. They traveled the country 
in the hot summer months, reaching out to suffrage groups across the 
country. From then on their relationship would grow, eventually resulting 
in their living together for the rest of their lives.

The two became inseparable. They worked in conjunction for five years, 
constantly traveling together. Susan B. Anthony retired from the National 
American Woman Suffrage Association in 1900, leaving Carrie as the 
president. When she took office, some people took issue with Mary Hay, 
concerned that she would have too much influence over Carrie’s work. 
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Eventually, however, as Carrie centralized the suffrage movement, people 
came to accept Mary as an integral part of her operation. “The suffragists’ 
eventual reconciliation to Hay had a good deal to do with their being forced 
to acknowledge how valuable a suffrage leader she was in her own right. 
She was superlative at fundraising, putting together deals, and persuading.” 
Between the two of them they were able to incorporate the Daughters of 
the American Revolution (a very large women’s organization) into the 
suffrage movement. They were also able to convince the Federation of 
Women’s Clubs to give them their public and financial support. A fellow 
suffragist recalls their relationship: “Mrs. Catt was essentially a statesman, 
Miss Hay a politician, and together they were, in most cases, invincible.”

George Catt, Carrie’s husband, died in 1905. Mary moved in with Carrie 
almost immediately, continuing to work for women’s rights with the 
Empire State Campaign. They organized equal districts within New York, 
delegating suffrage efforts with a skill at organization that the movement 
had never before seen. By 1915, when Carrie again accepted the presidency 
of NAWSA for a second time, roughly 42% of New York voters supported 
women’s suffrage. Carrie left Mary in complete control of the Empire State 
Campaign, and sent her to lobby constantly in Washington. The New York 
effort was successful, with suffrage passing November 7th, 1917.

Carrie never remarried; she and Mary lived together for 40 years, for the 
remainder of their lives. Mary Hay died of a cerebral hemorrhage in their 
home in 1928. Carrie had her buried in a double plot that she purchased, 
and when she died 19 years later she was buried beside Mary, rather than 
either of her husband’s. The inscription on their joint headstone reads: 
“Here lie two friends, for 38 years united in service to a great cause.”

George Catt (1860 - 1905)

George Catt was Carrie’s second husband, and was very dedicated to the 
women’s rights movement. After her first husband’s death in 1886 Carrie 
moved to San Francisco, where she lived with her aunt, had no money, 
and worked dismal jobs. One day, walking home after suffering sexual 
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harassment in the office, she encountered George Catt on the street. George 
Catt had been a classmate of Carrie’s in college, and had been impressed 
by her charisma, drive, and dedication to what she thought was right. He 
knew her skills as an orator, and convinced her to begin public speaking 
as a job. She quickly became very popular on the West Coast, and in 1887 
she moved back to Charles City, where she lived with her brother while 
he attended high school.

George was an architect who specialized in building bridges, a profession 
that made him very wealthy. He began a lengthy courtship of Carrie, 
writing her frequently. In 1890 he proposed to her, suggesting that they 
form a partnership. In a sort of unusual marriage proposal, he offered his 
financial support to the cause for women’s rights and allotted four months 
out of the year that she may completely dedicate herself to the effort. Very 
quickly, however, her work occupied far more than four months out of 
the year, as did George’s. The two spent less and less time together, and 
Carrie began keeping private company almost exclusively with Mary Hay. 
Carrie remembers her marriage to George: “We made a team to work for 
the cause … My husband used to say that he was as much a reformer as 
I, but that he couldn’t work at reforming and earn a living at the same 
time; but what he could do was earn enough for two and free me from all 
economic burden, and thus I could reform for two. That was our bargain 
and we happily understood each other.”

As almost none of their private correspondence survives, it is difficult 
to form a complete image of their marriage. What is certain is that they 
deeply respected one another, and deeply cared for the other’s well being. 
They never had any children.
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3. SECOND GENERATION OF THE 
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Professor Adam Lopatka (1928 – 2003)
Born in Poland in 1928, Dr. Lopatka established himself as lawyer and 
political scientist before dedicating himself to the field of human rights – 
specifically, the rights of children. He’s credited with having introduced the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child to the United Nations in 1978; it 
was fully adopted 11 years later, in 1989. “All this has happened within the 
space of just over two decades,” writes Judith Ennew in Cultural Survival, 
“so that it appears as if the history of child rights is recent, modern and 
novel.”

Building on the work of Eglantyne Jebb, among others, the concept of 
basic rights for children was slow to develop. “All wars are waged against 
children,” Jebb had stated, and her Declaration of the Rights of the Child 
was adopted by the UN in 1959. 

The idea that children deserve full human rights began to bloom on the 
global scene during 1979, The International Year of the Child. The previous 
year, Lopatka – who was, like Janusz Korczak, a Polish citizen – had been 
instrumental in crafting his government’s early proposal for a Convention 
on the Rights of the Child. The draft went before the UN, and a working 
group was formed to fine-tune the details. The process was extremely 
complicated, as Islam and Christianity have very different views about 
adoption, fostering, and child marriage. Lopatka served as President 
of the group. It took nearly a decade, but the annual meetings that he 
convened and directed in Geneva did result in the Convention’s adoption 
by the United Nations General Assembly in 1989. Though not perfect, 
the document lays an impressive. These entitlements include the right to 
have their opinion taken into consideration when adults take decisions 
on their behalf (Article 12), to express their views (Article 13) and to join 
or form associations to represent their own interests (Article 15).”
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Thanks to his tenacious efforts to bring the full community of nations 
on board, Lopatka today is considered the “Father of the Convention.” 
and in 1988, he was awarded the United Nations Human Rights Award.

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_%C5%81opatka

http://www.childrightsfocus.org/happy-universal-childrens-day/

https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/
cultural-survival-quarterly/history-childrens-rights-whose-story

Jo Boyden 
With her worldwide scope of action and seemingly limitless energy, Jo 
Boyden is one of this century’s most important luminaries in the fields 
of children’s development and rights. Her work has taken her all over the 
globe—including South and Southeast Asia, Africa, and South America, 
where she completed her doctoral research.

Dr. Boyden’s expertise is so far-ranging that it seems futile, and frankly 
unfair, to try to pigeonhole her work. Focusing mainly on developing 
countries, she has coordinated programs in child poverty, migration, social 
policy, and cultural resiliency, as well as the challenges facing teenagers 
and adolescents in her geographies of interest. 

Her most recent book is Tracing the Consequences of Child Poverty (2019), 
and brings together the results of various studies Dr. Boyden conducted 
in Ethiopia, India, Peru, and Vietnam. Her 2014 book, Growing Up in 
Poverty: Findings from Young Lives, “brings together the latest findings 
from how poverty affects children’s development, and how children and 
their families respond to poverty in their daily decisions and daily lives.” 
The book pays special attention to education, and notes how children in 
developing countries are often short-changed in this regard, limiting their 
opportunities for social and economic progress.

Boyden has worked with many very significant international relief 

https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/history-childrens-rights-w
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/history-childrens-rights-w
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organizations, including Save the Children, Oxfam, and the Christian 
Children’s Fund. Since 2005 she has directed the UK-based organiza-
tion Young Lives, which helps policy makers work with academics and 
hands-on workers to develop strategies for supporting children – and 
their families – who live in situations of poverty, violence, poor nutrition, 
and other forms of adversity.

https://www.qeh.ox.ac.uk/people/jo-boyden

http://www.ox.ac.uk/news-and-events/find-an-expert/
professor-jo-boyden

https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/
cultural-survival-quarterly/history-childrens-rights-whose-story

https://www.younglives.org.uk/content/jo-boyden

Raised by a family deeply committed to public service, Eglantyne Jebb 
began her career as a schoolteacher in Marlborough, England. Although 
she left after only a year, the experience opened her eyes to the obsta-
cles that young children face worldwide – especially poor children, and 
children in developing nations. Jebb then made a tentative entrance into 
politics. As a member of the Education Committee of Cambridge Borough 
Council she focused on physical education, but ultimately left that job to 
set up employment registries for both girls and boys.

What drove Jebb to the forefront of children’s rights was the impact on 
Europe of the First World War. Horrified by photographs of starving 
children in Germany and Austro-Hungary—which included a desperate 
famine caused by the ongoing Allied blockade—Jebb focused her ener-
gies on bringing nutrition to the children of the conquered nations. In 
1919, she launched a charity that would raise money to help children in 
Germany and Austria: the Save the Children Fund. Public actions and 
full-page newspaper ads—a new tactic at the time—galvanized the public 
in support of their mission. Jebb herself positioned herself in Trafalgar 
Square, where she handed out graphic leaflets that linked the starvation 
of children to Britain’s blockade. She was arrested, found guilty, and fined. 

https://www.qeh.ox.ac.uk/people/jo-boyden 
http://www.ox.ac.uk/news-and-events/find-an-expert/professor-jo-boyden
http://www.ox.ac.uk/news-and-events/find-an-expert/professor-jo-boyden
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/history-childrens-rights-w
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/history-childrens-rights-w
https://www.younglives.org.uk/content/jo-boyden 


10     BENDING THE BOW

Appendices

But the judge, according to her Save the Children biography, “was so 
impressed with Eglantyne’s commitment to children, that he paid her fine. 
His money became the first donation to Save the Children.”

Save the Children is a remarkable successful non-government organiza-
tion, serving nearly 50 million children in 120 countries, with revenues that 
exceed two billion dollars. Taken alone, “Save” would serve as a remarkable 
legacy of Jebb’s commitment to young people. But in 1923, she embarked 
on an equally ambitious project: The Declaration of the Rights of the Child. 
Greeted with great enthusiasm at the 1925 International Child Welfare 
congress in Geneva, the Declaration won very wide support, and was 
adopted by the United Nations in 1959. 

The credo of Save the Children—now celebrating its 100th anniversary—
could almost serve as Eglantyne Jebb’s epitaph: “When crisis strikes and 
children are most vulnerable, we are always among the first to respond 
and the last to leave. We ensure children’s unique needs are met and 
their voices are heard. We deliver lasting results for millions of children, 
including those hardest to reach. We do whatever it takes for children — 
transforming their lives and the future we share — because we believe 
every child deserves a future.”

www.savethechildren.org/us/about-us/why-save-the-children/
eglantyne-jebb

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eglantyne_Jebb

Janusz Korczak (1878 – 1942)
“Children are not the people of tomorrow, but are people of today. They 
have a right to be taken seriously, and to be treated with tenderness and 
respect. They should be allowed to grow into whoever they were meant 
to be. ‘The unknown person’ inside of them is our hope for the future.” 
Janusz Korczak (born Henryl Goldszmit)- a pediatrician, educator, writer, 
and journalist, and is numbered among Eastern Europe’s most passionate 
child advocates and promoter of children’s rights. 

http://www.savethechildren.org/us/about-us/why-save-the-children/eglantyne-jebb 
http://www.savethechildren.org/us/about-us/why-save-the-children/eglantyne-jebb 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eglantyne_Jebb 
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In his early 30s—after serving as a military doctor in the Russo-Japanese 
War – Korczak returned to his native Poland. There, he designed and 
opened an orphanage for Jewish children. It was a precocious experiment 
in giving children agency, complete its own “parliament,” law court, and 
newspaper: “He envisioned a world in which children structured their own 
world and became experts in their own matters.” And though he returned 
to military duty from 1919-1920, he still found time to launch a children’s 
newspaper (The Little Review) and host an educational radio show. 

Korczak is best known as an author, whose works appealed to both chil-
dren and adults. His more than 20 books often focus on the experiences of 
children, as they try to navigate the world of adults. And as his reputation 
as an author grew, so did his orphanage—eventually sheltering some 150 
children. But the rise of the Third Reich created a new set of problems, as 
Korczak—himself Jewish—was deeply committed to social justice. When 
the growing Nazi presence in Poland demanded that his orphans wear 
Star of David armbands, Korczak himself refused. And in 1940, when the 
infamous Warsaw Ghetto was established, the Nazis demanded that the 
children be relocated there. Korczak joined the children and remained 
their dedicated ally, sometimes going door to door to ask for food and 
clothing as the Nazi regime tightened its grip on Poland’s Jews. 

Incredibly, Korczak was able to balance his commitments in three realms—
as an author, doctor and director. The orphanage, even in the ghetto, hosted 
public plays and concerts and continued its experiment as a community in 
miniature. “In view of the harsh reality and sometimes the loss of values 
outside,” writes one biographer, “Korczak tried his best to educate the 
children to honesty and truth.” Korczak also kept a detailed diary of life 
in the ghetto, published in 1958.

But Korczak’s story, unfortunately has a tragic ending. In 1942, the orphans 
were rounded up by the Nazis, loaded onto trains, and sent—along with 
12 staff members, and Korczak himself— to the Treblinka concentration 
camp. All died soon after in the gas chambers.
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https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/123318.Janusz_Korczak

https://www.yadvashem.org/education/educational-materials/learning-en-
vironment/janusz-korczak/korczak-bio.html

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/janusz-korczak

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/janusz-korczak
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/janusz-korczak
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4. THE FIRST SLAVE NARRATIVES

In 1770, James Albert Ukawsaw Gronniosaw (1705–1775), wrote the 
first slave narrative by an African - A Narrative of the Most Remarkable 
Particulars in the Life of James Albert Gronniosaw, an African Prince, 
as Related by Himself . In it, Gronniosaw, a Muslim from Bournou in 
what is now northern Nigeria, describes in great detail how, at around 
the age of 15, his parents voluntarily let him accompany a merchant from 
the distant Gold Coast and how he was ultimately sold there as a slave 
to a Dutch trader. 

In the first personal account of enslavement written by an African – 
Thoughts and sentiments on the evil and wicked traffic of the slavery 
and of the commerce of the human species (1787) – Ottobah Cugoano 
provides a detailed description of being kidnapped as a child off the coast 
of present-day Ghana: ‘I was early snatched away from my native country, 
with about 18 or 20 more boys and girls, as we were playing in a field.’

Thomas Bluett wrote the biography of Ayuba Suleiman Diallo 
in 1731 (Some Memoirs of the Life of Job, the Son of Solomon, the High 
Priest of Boonda in Africa; Who Was a Slave about Two Years in Mary-
land; and Afterwards Being Brought to England, Was Set Free, and Sent 
to His Native Land in the Year 1734. London: R. Ford, 1734.) https://
docsouth.unc.edu/neh/chronbio.html 

The History of Mary Prince, a West Indian slave, published in 1831 the 
author recounts the abuse she received. For example, “On one occasion 
she was tied to a ladder and given 100 lashes for accidentally breaking an 
already cracked vase. On another, she was struck in the back for allowing 
a cow to wander off – a blow that resulted in a lifelong injury. 

http://www.understandingslavery.com/index.php-option=com_
content&view=article&id=375&Itemid=230.html

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ayuba_Suleiman_Diallo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ayuba_Suleiman_Diallo
https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/bluett/menu.html
https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/bluett/menu.html
https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/bluett/menu.html
https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/bluett/menu.html
https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/chronbio.html
https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/chronbio.html
http://www.understandingslavery.com/index.php-option=com_content&view=article&id=375&Itemid=230.html
http://www.understandingslavery.com/index.php-option=com_content&view=article&id=375&Itemid=230.html
http://www.understandingslavery.com/index.php-option=com_content&view=article&id=375&Itemid=230.html
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5. SEVEN WAVES APPLIED TO BLACK 
AMERICAN RACIAL JUSTICE

Slavery and involuntary servitude have been with us since the dawn of 
time- often as the spoils of war or oppression of an economic class. But 
they were never based on race alone, until the 18th century. Neither was 
slavery \ “inherited” - in the past, children of slaves were free. 

During the slave trade—from the early 17th to the mid-19th centuries—12 
million human beings were sold into slavery. Ten million people were 
stolen from Africa and brought to the Americas alone. In the US, after the 
founding of the Republic, slavery found itself in contention. The Quakers 
led the moral charge: In a land where all beings are children of God, what 
place does slavery have? The first African slave was brought to Jamestown 
in 1621, and by 1656, Virginia legalizes chattel and by 1662, the inher-
itability of slavery (children born into slavery are slaves). It took a more 
than 100 years for the awakening to begin. 

Generation 1: Coming into Consciousness (1797 
to 1820) 

In 1797, building slave ships in the US was banned. In 1808, importing 
slaves was banned (although it continued until the 1850s illegally). 

Generation 2: Towards Enfranchisement (1820 
to 1870) 

In the 1820s, the first organized antislavery societies were formed. Let 
us call this combination of events Generation 1 and Generation 2. After 
Lincoln’s election in 1860, the formal end of the Civil War 1865, we 
witnessed enfranchisement: we saw the beginning of equity: In 1870 the 
United States passed the 15th Amendment, allowing African American 
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men the right to vote in America.

Generation 3: Cultural and Economic Struggle 
(1860 to 1890)

Still, hearts and minds were not changed; Twenty years later, in 1890, the 
state of Louisiana segregated rail travel. Programmatic attempts to sterilize 
black men and women, deny the vote continue.

Generation 4: Representation and Self 
Organizing (1890 to 1930)

The struggle for civil rights regarding racial justice has witnessed a constant 
see-saw between those who seek equality and those who seek to smother it. 
For example, the landmark case of Plessy vs Ferguson was initiated in 1892 
in response to Lousiana’s segregation law, and in 1896 the Supreme Court 
declared that segregation was constitutional, a decision that would later 
be overturned. Fifteen years later, in 1909, the NAACP was founded. Four 
years later, the federal government was officially segregated by President 
Woodrow Wilson. Despite these measures, the first African American—
Oscar De Priest — was elected to the House of Representatives in 1928. 

Generation 5 : Civil and Economic 
Advancements (1930 to 1970)

Racial prejudice is still so deeply ingrained in the United States that acts 
of oppression, often violent, occur daily. Legal efforts to end segregation 
came to fruition in 1954 with the ruling of Brown vs Board of Education, 
ending the practice of “separate but equal” in public schools. Desperate 
steps were immediately taken across the country to maintain the status 
quo. The State of Mississippi held a meeting with leading members of 
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the black communities, offering a large cash incentive to black schools if 
they consented to continue the practice of segregation. When their offer 
was rejected, the Mississippi House of Representatives amended the state 
constitution to de-fund the state’s public schools, opening in their place 
private all-white academies. In Alabama, some black students were simply 
not allowed to attend class, in open defiance of the Supreme Court ruling. 

In 1955, civil rights protests and sit-ins spread across the country. Rosa 
Parks launched the Montgomery Bus Boycott by refusing to give up her 
seat. The following year, as Martin Luther King and many others took to 
the streets, southern states banded together to block integration. Count-
less civil rights protesters were arrested. In 1957, Arkansas deployed the 
National Guard to prevent the integration of a high school. The National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP, founded in 
1909) filed an injunction against Arkansas’ efforts. President Eisenhower 
was forced to deploy the Army (which had itself been desegregated in 
1954), protecting the students from the Arkansas National Guard and 
angry citizens. Later that year, Eisenhower signed the Civil Rights Act. 

The following years witnessed an epic struggle in the arena of civil rights. 
Churches were bombed, while lunch counters and campuses were the 
sites of sit-ins. Thousands of protesters were beaten and/or arrested, and 
schools forcibly integrated. Southern states confronted the Freedom Rides, 
while the famous March on Washington took place in 1963—closely 
followed by the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
Community-based activist groups (notably the Black Panthers, founded 
in October 1966 in Oakland, California) began policing the police, and 
providing meals and care to marginalized black families and individuals. 
Watershed events on this wave also included the march from Selma to 
Montgomery, the Watts riots, Dr. King’s Nobel Peace Prize (1964), and 
his nation-stunning assassination in 1968. During the riots that erupted 
in the wake of King’s death, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Civil 
Rights Act (commonly referred to as the Fair Housing Act) into law.
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Generation 6: Economic Advancement, 
Challenging Stereotypes (1970 to 2008)

Affirmative Action and other efforts to combat institutional racism 
continue. Modern efforts to support civil rights are met with resistance 
and political oppression. Voter suppression is widespread, implemented 
mainly (but not exclusively) through tactics such as district redistribu-
tion—also known as gerrymandering—and the mass incarceration of 
blacks ( resulting in their loss of the right to vote). Ever since the “War 
on Drugs” escalated during the presidency of Richard Nixon, blacks 
have been disproportionately targeted and prosecuted for drug offenses. 
Nixon’s domestic policy chair, John Ehrlichman, has observed: “The Nixon 
campaign in 1968, and the Nixon White House after that, had two enemies: 
the antiwar left and black people.” Such deeply ingrained social discrim-
ination effects the overall economic status of entire communities, and 
leaves long-standing impacts.

Generation 7: 2008 to the Present

America elected its first Black president, Barack Obama, in 2008. Black 
people literally came from all over the country, and wept to see him take 
the oath of office. His election also exposed the angry, racist underbelly of 
the United States, which showed up in a 10-fold expansion of white nation-
alist and white supremacist hate groups, which resulted in the murder 
of peaceful marchers for civil equity among all races. This counterforce, 
fueled by lies and hypertargeted marketing, race and gender baiting, was a 
large part of the Obama backlash in 2016. The white men of America, and 
a slight majority of white women, elected a racist, misogynist, nationalist 
as president. Ever other demographic voted for his opponent. 

A revision of public opinion is required to move further ahead, witnessed 
by the current Black Lives Matter movement. Black Lives Matter was 
started in response to the unwarranted killing of young black men by over 
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reactive police officers. It is directed at police brutality and the treatment 
of brown-skinned people at the hands of the government. Not only is the 
movement making strides in new legislation (including body cameras, 
and officer accountability); it is also working to transform public opinion 
through grassroots protests, activism, and emotional reactions.

In addition, vast intergenerational wealth differences between Euro-
American and African=American families endure. Specifically: The 
median wealth of white families is $171,600, and the median wealth of 
black families is $17,600. According to The Atlantic (August 1, 2019) it 
would take 228 years “for the average wealth held by African Americans 
to reach the same level as the average wealth held by white families in the 
U.S.—if the average wealth of white families stopped growing right now.” 

Today, black families in America are 76% percent less likely to surpass 
their parents’ income than are their white counterparts. They are 50% less 
likely to receive any kind of inheritance, while those that do receive wealth, 
on average, receive 750% less than white families. This discrepancy is at 
the heart of the current debates surrounding reparations. 

The prison system, healthcare, corporate leadership... Everywhere we look 
there is systemic and institutionalized bias against persons and commu-
nities of color. How long will it take for these to be corrected?
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6. COMPLETE TRANSCRIPT FROM 99% 
INVISIBLE EPISODE ON CURB CUTS

CURB CUTS—FINAL  

Delaney Hall: This is 99 % Invisible. I’m Delaney Hall, filling in 
for Roman Mars. 

 [MUSIC]

DH: In 1997, a curator named Katherine Ott was learning her 
way around the Smithsonian National Museum of American 
History. She was new to the job -- she specialized in medical 
science. And there was this one storage room in the building 
where she worked. 

KATHEINE OTT:  It’s like that classic what you’d think of 
as a dark, dusty, sort of scary, mildly mysterious storage 
room in a museum…. There were drug jars, and parts of 
mannequin bodies laying around. 

DH: But the weirdest thing was -- 

 OTT -- there was this—wheelchair. That had go-cart 
wheels, it was completely customized. It had a Reca-
ro seat, that was used in Porsche cars. …. But I kept 
tripping over it, and finally, I’m like: What the heck is this 
THING? [laughs]   

DH: So Katherine Ott started asking around -- where did this 
wheelchair come from? Why is it in storage? And no one at “The 
Castle” --  which is what the staff calls the main Smithsonian 
building -- could really TELL her. 

OTT: Nobody completely understood who had owned 
it… It had been left at the door of the Castle with a note 
pinned to it. Like an orphan in a basket. [laughs] And the 
note said: “This was a chair that belonged to Ed Roberts.  
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We think it should be at the Smithsonian.” [laughs]

DH: Ed Roberts. Ott didn’t recognize the name. Not yet.  

DH:  If you live in an American city, and you don’t personally 
use a wheelchair, you probably don’t pay much attention to the 
small slope, at most intersections, between the sidewalk and the 
street. It’s just a ramp …a cut in the curb.

CG:  They’re all over the country now. Just about anyplace you 
find sidewalks.

DH: That’s reporter Cynthia Gorney.  

CG: But sixty years ago -- when Ed Roberts, the owner of that 
wheelchair, was young -- the sidewalks at most urban intersec-
tions ended with a sharp drop-off. That’s enough to stop a per-
son in a wheelchair from reaching the next block without help.  

DH: And the story of how the first wide-spread urban curbs cuts 
came to be? It starts with a movement that demanded society 
see disabled people in a new way. 

 [MUSIC]

CG: Ed Roberts was central to that movement. And so were 
the hundreds of people who helped drag his wheelchair up 
Constitution Avenue, right in the middle of Washington DC, so it 
could end up at the Smithsonian. They insisted it was a piece of 
American history.   

DH: Ed Roberts grew up in Burlingame, near San Francisco. He 
was the oldest of four boys and he loved to play baseball. But 
one day, when he was 14 years old, he got really sick, with a 
fever.

  ZONA ROBERTS: Within a few days he was in the 
hospital.  
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CG: That’s Zona Roberts. Ed’s mom. She’s ninety-eight now.  

ZONA: And within two days of that he was rushed to an 
iron lung because he couldn’t breathe anymore on his 
own.  

CG: Ed had polio. It had damaged his respiratory muscles so 
much that he needed the iron lung to stay alive.   

DH: Iron lungs aren’t made anymore, but back in the day they 
were these full-body respirators that encased polio survivors in 
metal up to the neck and pulled air in and out of their lungs.  

CG:  Ed’s polio wrecked a lot more than his breathing. It left him 
paralyzed below the neck.  He could move two fingers on his left 
hand and that was it. His paralysis was permanent. The doctor 
who told Ed’s parents their son had survived his high fever did 
not present this as good news. 

ZONA: He said, “Well, how would you feel if you had to 
live in an iron lung the rest of YOUR life? I don’t imagine 
you’ve ever been in one -- I’ve been in one and it’s not a 
very good way to live.”   

[MUSIC ENDS]

CG: In order to escape his iron lung once in a while, Ed taught 
himself -- on his own-- a technique called “frog breathing.” 
That’s a deep sea divers’ trick where you gulp oxygen into your 
lungs, the way a frog does. For polio survivors, whose weak-
ened breathing muscles weren’t strong enough to inhale that 
needed oxygen,  “frog-breathing” meant a person could get out 
of the iron lung for short stretches of time.  

ZONA:  You swallow air. [small gulping noise] Like that. 
You swallow it and then you can breathe. And they kept 
telling him to stop it, that it was not good for his body. 
And of course he kept doing it, because it kept him alive.  
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DH: And Ed was determined to stay alive on his own terms. 
Here he is in a “60 Minutes” interview from 1989.

ED ROBERTS: There are very few people -- even with 
the most severe disabilities -- who can’t take control of 
their own lives. The problem is that people around us 
don’t expect us to. Think about your own life. If you had 
people taking care of you, making all your decisions, 
what is there to life, really?

[MUSIC]

CG: Ed was tenacious, but everything was hard.  He needed 
the iron lung while he was asleep, but the frog-breathing let him 
leave it for a while during the day. So he stayed in school, going 
to campus once a week. When Ed did leave the house, his fam-
ily ran the maneuvers. They were helping him navigate a world 
that wasn’t built for a person in a wheelchair. 

DH: Ed’s brothers or his dad would help lift him into his chair, 
drag the chair out of the house, and then lift the chair over curbs 
and up and down stairs—or, if Zona were alone, she would 
wrangle strangers.

ZONA: I’d have to get somebody help me get the chair 
up the stairs. So it would be somebody in the back, and 
somebody on the frame, and get it up, or sometimes it 
would just be me.

CG: Ed graduated from high school, then from a local commu-
nity college. But when he wanted to go on to Berkeley, in 1962, 
the university at first said no. He was just too disabled. And 
where could he safely live? The iron lung -- which he still used 
every night -- wouldn’t fit in a dorm room.  

DH: Until finally somebody suggested housing him at the cam-
pus hospital. A patient’s room  remade into a living space for Ed, 
and all his equipment.   
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[Tape comes on] INTERVIEWER: OK, this is Ed Rob-
erts, side two, tape one, September 15th. [fades under]

DH: In a series of oral history interviews, much later, Ed remem-
bered what it was like to start as a Berkeley undergrad.
 

 INTERVIEWER: Do you remember the day you moved 
into college and what it was like? 

ED: I do. It was a combination of excitement and scary.  
[fades under]

DH: An attendant would wheel Ed to each class, and then Ed 
would recruit a classmate to help him take notes. 

ED: I started making an announcement at the beginning 
of class, and usually find a good-looking young wom-
an…

CG: He’d give the woman a piece of carbon paper -- she would 
take notes during the lecture -- and then she’d give the carbon 
copy back to Ed at the end.   

ED: It’s such a simple way to take notes. And of course 
to meet people and get them involved with you. So there 
were all these little gimmicks.

CG: Ed did so much studying and reading, that the mouth-
wand he used to turn the pages of books started pushing his 
teeth out of shape. 
 
DH: So campus officials saw this experiment was working. 
Newspapers wrote stories about Ed. His mother still likes mak-
ing fun of the headlines.
 
             ZONA: “Helpless Cripple Goes to College.” That’s one 
we all love.
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CG: And then a second quadriplegic student moved into Ed’s 
makeshift hospital dorm—a young man who’d been paralyzed in 
a diving accident and was initially told he should just get used to 
life as a shut-in.  

DH: Then a few more arrived, both to live in the hospital and to 
find lodgings off campus. The word started to spread—some-
thing unusual was going on at Berkeley.  
 
CG: These students had profound and visible disabilities. The 
state paid special attendants to heft their wheelchairs up stair-
cases and into lecture halls. You couldn’t miss this new pres-
ence on campus.

 [MUSIC]

DH: And don’t forget: this was the 1960s. 

STEVE BROWN: Ed went to Berkeley the same year 
that James Meredith, a black man, went to the University 
of Mississippi and integrated it…

CG: That’s historian Steve Brown. He has a genetic syndrome 
that among other things makes his bones break easily, so he’s a 
sometimes wheelchair user and a cofounder of the Institute on 
Disability Culture.   

STEVE: So the sixties were a time of lots of protests, 
and lots of reform, and lots of change. And you know, 
there’s this very technical historical term: “It was in the 
air.”  And it was in the air.  [laughs]

CG: It was in the air for disabled people, too. That impro-
vised dorm in the campus hospital?  Those rooms turned into 
the headquarters for an exuberant and irreverent group of 
organizers. Like Ed and Hale Zukas, an assertive guy with 
cerebral palsy who communicated with a word board and a 
pointer strapped to his head. They called themselves the Rolling 
Quads.  
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DH: And like a few other coalitions of disabled young people 
around the country, they started using a new kind of language 
to talk about their needs and rights. The radical idea that people 
with disabilities had “civil rights”-- the right to education, to jobs, 
to respect, to real inclusion in public life -- this fit right into the 
revolutionary spirit of the 1960s and early 70s. And the Berkeley 
disabled students had... a Berkeley reputation.  
 
           JUDY HEUMANN: At that time it was an explosive place.  

CG: That’s Judy Heumann, who had polio as a kid back in the 
1940s and has used a wheelchair since then. She was a young 
New York disability rights agitator when she moved to Berkeley 
for graduate school.  
 

JUDY: It was our responsibility to break down the doors.  
And we had a lot of fun!  Because it was much easier to 
organize a demonstration in Berkeley than in Manhattan.  
We could get 30 to 50 wheelchair riders to come to City 
Hall. That’s a pretty large number.

 
DH: Notice she said “wheelchair RIDERS,” with a D.  Like “bicy-
cle riders.” Doesn’t have the same feel as “wheelchair-bound,” 
right? 

JUDY: And disabled people people from other parts of 
the country were coming to Berkeley to work, to go to 
school, to be part of a vibrant disability community.

DEBORAH KAPLAN: I was instantly attracted to them 
and what they were doing.

CG: Debby Kaplan broke her neck in a diving accident just after 
college. When she decided to study law, Berkeley admitted her. 
And Ed and the Rolling Quads said, right away: Come work with 
us.  

 DEBBY:  I mean, to people in the disability community… 
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we [pause] hung onto each other. Because we all had 
this idea about who we were. And nobody else around 
us did.  [chuckles.]… Everybody else was stuck in the 
standard way of thinking about disability back then.

CG: Meaning what?

DEBBY: Charity. And public welfare. And disability 
means you can’t DO anything.  Meaning, you know, Jer-
ry Lewis Telethon.

[TV THEME MUSIC]
               

DH: The Jerry Lewis Telethon was the late comedian’s annual 
marathon fundraiser for muscular dystrophy.  He mugged for the 
camera, and brought in celebrity singers, and spent a lot of time 
smiling down at cute, well-dressed children in wheelchairs.  

CG: The rising generation of disability rights activists… HATED 
it.  

DEBBY: We would just cringe every Memorial Day week-
end, knowing that all these people were watching Jerry 
Lewis squeezing money out of people by dramatically 
playing up the most horrid stereotypes about disability. 
That having a disability is a fate worse than death. That 
we should be pitied. That if we do ANYTHING we are 
brave, and yet really not real people.   

LAWRENCE CARTER-LONG: I knew that the only other 
time I saw disabled people on TV were during those 
telethons.

CG: This is Lawrence Carter-Long. He’s communications direc-
tor for the Disability Rights and Education Defense Fund. When 
Lawrence was five, he was a literal poster child for the United 
Fund charity — because he was born with cerebral palsy, and 
he was cute. 
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LAWRENCE: I was on the side of buses. I was in fund-
raising appeals. And everybody would go, “AAAHH.” 
And they’d open up the checkbooks. It wasn’t until I got 
a little bit older…I was in college…and I thought, wait 
a minute. What’s the subtext of that? The subtext was: 
“Well, you don’t want to end up like this poor kid, do 
you? Then give us some money.”

DH: As an adult Lawrence would go on to study the way dis-
abled people were portrayed in the movies and on television, 
and generally in the public consciousness. 

LAWRENCE: What became very clear is that there were 
certain narratives that got told often. That disability was 
something we were to be afraid of.  That disabled people 
were objects of pity. And I remember in 1972 there was 
a controversy around the Jerry Lewis Telethon, where 
Jerry Lewis said, ‘The man upstairs goofed.”

LEWIS [ARCHIVAL TAPE: I think the man upstairs 
goofed. He made a mistake. And I think he put people 
like myself and all these lovely people at the celebrity 
phones here to repair that goof [fades under].

LAWRENCE: It rang that bell in my mind. Is THAT what 
people think of me? That I’m one of God’s mistakes?

CG: Back at Berkeley, the Rolling Quads, and Ed Roberts in 
particular, were one, big, antidote to the Jerry Lewis Telethon. 

DH: Ed flirted with women. He got arrested in college for pee-
ing outside a bar. He told dark jokes about Quadriplegia. Like 
when a doctor told he he was going to be a vegetable, and Ed 
answered, “Fine, I’ll be an artichoke. Tough and prickly on the 
outside, with a tender heart.” 

CG: A testing counselor once pronounced Ed to be “very ag-
gressive.” Ed liked recounting his response:  “Well, if you were 
paralyzed from the neck down, don’t you think aggressiveness 
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would be an asset?” 

LAWRENCE The nature of access, of being included, 
meant that you had to in some ways force yourself upon 
the world and say, “we’re here!  Hey!  HEY!  HEY!!”  
Because the tendency, the programming, for the rest of 
the country--even here in Berkeley at first--was to say, 
We don’t want to see THAT. You’re going to make those 
normal people uncomfortable!

CG: But by the time Ed Roberts was in graduate school at 
Berkeley, the disabled students were….Noticeably, unmistak-
ably….part of the community. Even more so because some 
were zipping around in power chairs, which had been invented 
to help wounded veterans and were starting to be more avail-
able to the general public.  

DH: Ed got really interested in power chairs when he first 
watched another quadriplegic try one out.  Now he had one 
of these new portable ventilators, that attached to his wheel-
chair….so even though he still used the iron lung at night, he 
could stay away from it a lot longer.  And… there was a girl.

ED (60 min interview): I fell in love.  Like many people 
do. We do that too.  And it became ridiculously inconve-
nient for me to have my attendant pushing me around in 
my wheelchair with my girlfriend.  It was an extra person 
that I didn’t need to be more intimate.

CG: With a power chair, a person like Ed would still need an 
attendant for some things.  Not for locomotion, though. Not... to 
go on a date.

ED: (60 Minutes Interview): I learned how to drive a 
power wheelchair in one day. I was so motivated. And it 
changed in many ways my perception about my disabil-
ity, and myself.  She jumped on my lap and we rode off 
into the sunset—or the closest motel.
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DH:  But think about this. For more than a decade you’ve been 
able to get around because somebody’s behind you pushing 
your chair, and now you’re under your own power…. you get 
to leave that wheelchair attendant behind, but still you have to 
contend with… curbs. 

LAWRENCE: If you’re trying to get across the street 
[pause for emphasis] and there are no curb cuts, six 
inches might as well be Mount Everest.  Six inches 
makes all the difference in the WORLD if you can’t get 
over that curb.  

DH:  These guys could only roll independently once they could 
get over the curb drop-offs on the way.   They could go hunt 
for a driveway, yeah. But that’s dangerous, for somebody in a 
wheelchair -- a driveway sends you right out into traffic.  The 
whole point of a marked intersection is that it shows you this is 
where it’s safe to cross.  

CG: The power chair riders -- actually, ALL the wheelchair riders 
-- needed what we now call “curb cuts,” those slopes at the cor-
ners that make it easy to roll between sidewalk and street. 

DH: And here’s where it would be great to be able tell you about 
the inventor of the curb cut.  The clever person who first thought 
of cutting little ramps so people could roll into intersections 
instead of having to step off curbs.  But nobody knows who that 
was. All we know is that they were NOT a standard feature yet 
at most intersections - not in Berkeley, not anywhere. 

CG:  Back in the 1940s and 50s, there were a few communities 
across the country where people had tried to make parts of the 
built environment more accessible. For example, there was a 
coach in Illinois working with disabled soldiers who badgered re-
luctant officials at the University of Illinois-- like, shame on you, 
these men and women were injured fighting for us—until finally 
the school set up a rehab and education program on its most 
important campus…with wheelchair sports, and wood ramps 
into buildings.  
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DH: But by the late 1960s and 70s, this new wave of young dis-
abled activists like the Rolling Quads, they weren’t going to wait 
around for the occasional enlightened college coach....They de-
manded.  They were insistent.  They didn’t wait for permission.  

CG:  You still hear these stories about the Rolling Quads going 
out on commando raids at midnight… guys in wheelchairs, with 
their attendants, using sledgehammers -- or jackhammers!-- to 
bust up curbs, build their own ramps, and force the city into 
action. But --  

ERIC DIBNER The story that there were midnight com-
mandos is a little bit, uh, exaggerated, I think.  

CG: Exaggerated, he said. That’s Eric Dibner.  In the early 
1970s he was a disabled students’ attendant at Berkeley—sort 
of a Rolling Quads fellow traveler.  And yeah, he says, maybe a 
few of them got impatient, maybe they did go pour a few ramps 
themselves.  

ERIC: We got a bag or two of concrete— and mixed it 
up, and took it to the corners that would most ease the 
route…so that occurred on, I’d say, less than half a doz-
en corners. 

CG: Did any of these runs occur at midnight?

ERIC: Yes, they were all done under the cloak of dark-
ness. It may have been against the law, right? And you 
can call them commando raids, or whatever [laughs].  

DH:  Those commando raids never happened on a grand scale. 
Instead, most of the progress made by the Rolling Quads was a 
little more bureaucratic. A little more how real change often gets 
made.   

CG: One day in 1971, the Rolling Quads show up at the Berke-
ley City Council…in a posse. Ed Roberts, who by now is a poli 
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sci grad student. Hale Zukas, the guy with the pointer and word 
board, who’s learned Russian and is finishing a math degree.  
And all their friends, disabled and not. When you picture this, 
remember that Berkeley’s council chambers are not very big. 

LONI HANCOCK:  We really were kind of stunned to 
see… a WHOLE LOT of people in wheelchairs, wheeling 
into the council meeting and saying that they wanted 
to have curb cuts on every street corner in Berkeley, 
because they needed to get around, and they wanted to 
get around by themselves.  

DH: That’s Loni Hancock, who was a Berkeley city council mem-
ber, and then the city’s mayor, before joining the California state 
legislature.  

LONI: We were on a stage, as I remember, and we were 
elevated.  So the people in wheelchairs were down be-
low.   Looking up at us.  And just looking into their faces, 
and realizing the effort that it took for them to be there--
and that they were requesting something that had NEV-
ER BEEN DONE, to our knowledge anywhere on earth...
was an overwhelming sensation. But realizing it was 
something we could do and should do and would do. 

DH: So they did.  The world’s first widespread curb cuts pro-
gram.   
 
CG:   City council minutes, September 28, 1971…

            LONI: (clears throat)  “...Declaring it to be the policy of 
the City that streets and sidewalks be designed and construct-
ed to facilitate circulation by handicapped persons within ma-
jor commercial areas...that curb cuts be made immediately at 
fifteen specified corners...The motion carried unanimously.”  

-----------
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DH: By the mid-1970s, the disability rights movement was grow-
ing and spreading. Groups with a Rolling Quads sort of attitude 
were multiplying around the country, and even world. And one 
adjective was pretty much key to the new movement over the 
next two decades:  “Independent.”  

CG: And for everybody in this crusade, the physical fixes list 
was ambitious--things that had to change, in the built environ-
ment, to make real independence possible.

DH:  Not just curb cuts. Wheelchair lifts on buses. Ramps 
alongside staircases. Elevators with reachable buttons in public 
buildings, accessible bathrooms. Service counters low enough 
to let a person in a wheelchair be attended to face to face, re-
spectfully, not peered down at from way on high. 

CG: So they got to work. 

NEWSCASTER VOICE: They’re tired, they’re grubby, 
they’re uncomfortable, but their spirits are soaring!. The 
sit-in at San Francisco’s  HEW headquarters now is in its 
third day. And 125 disabled and handicapped are pledg-
ing they’ll continue to sit in through tomorrow night, if not 
longer.

CG:  In 1977, disability rights protesters hit federal office build-
ings in eleven cities at once.  They were pushing the govern-
ment to act on long-neglected rules protecting the disabled in all 
facilities taking federal money.   

DH: The San Francisco protest turned into a  month-long sit in, 
with steady news coverage of people in wheelchairs, taking care 
of each other and refusing to leave…

SINGING: “I do believe…that we shall overcom e…
someday…” 

NEWSCASTER: “The occupation army in wheelchairs 
shows no signs of calling it off.”
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CG: The sit-in….worked.   And these images...of the grownup 
disability demonstrator, uninterested in pity….kept accumulat-
ing.   

DH: 1980: Disabled people in Denver stage a protest demand-
ing curb cuts.  They’ve already blocked traffic until city transit 
officials promised to put wheelchair lifts on all the buses. Now a 
couple guys in their own wheelchairs lean over, for the photog-
raphers, to whack down at concrete curbs.  They’re holding…
sledgehammers.  

CG:  1988: Trustees at Gallaudet,  the national university for the 
deaf, try to appoint a president who—like every other  so far—is 
not deaf.  Angry students boycott classes and shut down the 
campus until their candidate becomes the college’s first deaf 
president.

DH: And in 1990, when  the sweeping Americans with Disabil-
ities Act is hung up in the House of Representatives, disabled 
demonstrators in front of the Capitol building leave their wheel-
chairs and crawl up the marble steps—to make sure that bill 
gets through.  

LAWRENCE: Wherever you turned on the television, 
that was the image that you saw….that millions of Amer-
icans saw.  Disabled people crawling up the stairs of the 
United States Capitol.  Not asking.  Not begging.  DE-
MANDING, DEMANDING, to be a part of society. Boldly 
going where everyone else had gone before. [chuckles].  

CG:  The ADA wasn’t the first federal legislation designed to 
remove barriers for disabled people.  But its reach was un-
precedented.  It mandated access and accommodation for the 
disabled in all places open to the public.  Businesses. Lodgings. 
Transportation.  Employment.  

DH: It had qualifiers, to be sure. The ADA required only what 
was “reasonable,” for employers and builders and so on. There 
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was a lot of argument about that word, “reasonable.”  But at 
the bill’s signing ceremony, in 1990, President George H. W. 
Bush spoke with emotion about the recent fall of the Berlin Wall, 
which had divided communist East Germany from the west. 
Note the tool he mentions.  

BUSH: (Cspan clip) And now I sign legislation which 
takes a sledgehammer to another wall…. (applause, 
cries of “Yeah!”, sustained applause)… One which has 
for too many generations separated Americans with 
disabilities from the freedom they could glimpse but not 
grasp. And once again we rejoice as this barrier falls, 
proclaiming together, we will not accept, we will not ex-
cuse, we will not tolerate, discrimination in America. 

[music]

CG: Ed Roberts--the guy U.C. Berkeley officials once thought 
was too crippled for their university--finished his masters de-
gree, taught on campus, and co-founded the Center for Inde-
pendent Living -- a disability service organization that became a 
model for hundreds of others around the world. He also married, 
fathered a son, divorced, won a MacArthur genius grant, and 
for nearly a decade ran the whole California state department 
of rehabilitation services.  He was 56, an international name in 
independence for the disabled, when a heart attack killed him. 

             JULIA SAIN: I was STUNNED.

CG: Julia Sain runs Disability Rights and Resources  in Char-
lotte, North Carolina.  It’s one of those programs based on the 
Center for Independent Living model. 

DH: And In 1995, Julia was at the annual march and meeting of 
the National Council for Independent Living in Washington D.C. 
Ed had died a few weeks earlier--and a special memorial for him 
was now on the schedule.   
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JULIA: We were going to be marching down the main 
streets to the Capitol.  They were going to put Ed’s 
wheelchair at the front of the march.  

CG: The marchers followed the empty wheelchair -- which was 
being dragged along by Ed’s attendant -- until they reached the 
Senate office building.   And then once inside, speakers got up 
to honor Ed’s life and legacy.

JULIA: Senator Tom Harkin from Iowa gave the eulogy. 
And he said, you know, when Martin Luther King Junior 
passed, they built statues in honor of him.  

CG: But Ed Roberts, Harkin said..there was a better way to hon-
or THIS warrior for another kind of civil rights. 

JULIA:  They’re going to tear down barriers in his name.  
And every curb cut is a memorial to Ed Roberts.

CG:  And sometime later, after the marchers had gone home, or 
back to their hotels….Ed Roberts’ attendant pushed the wheel-
chair the rest of the way….and left it on the front steps of the 
Smithsonian.

[music]

KATHERINE: The chair’s beautiful to me.  (small laugh)  

DH: That’s Katherine Ott, the curator at the Smithsonian Na-
tional Museum of American History. She’s the one who found 
Ed’s wheelchair in the storage room. His chair now remains on 
permanent display on the Smithsonian’s website. 

KATHERINE: It’s all banged and dinged and there’s an 
imprint of him. There’s a big battery cage in the back.  
It’s all customized.  He has a bumper sticker with the 
Statue of Liberty on it, with the big letters, YES. Excla-
mation point.  (laughing.) 
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CG:  But having Ed’s wheelchair at the Smithsonian does not 
mean everything is now okay--as anybody in the disability 
community will tell you.   Every broken bus wheelchair lift, every 
“temporarily out of function” subway elevator, every Uber driv-
er who won’t take a wheelchair, every open manhole cover or 
car blocking the sidewalk...Most of the New York City subway 
system, which city leaders years ago decided was just too com-
plicated to make fully accessible…The built environment is still 
littered with barriers.

DH: Curb cuts are common now, but they’re not at every in-
tersection, even in Berkeley.     And attitudes?  Prejudice?  
Assumptions about what people with disabilities can do, and 
achieve, and enjoy?   

LAWRENCE:  We’ve not yet accomplished full inclusion.  
We have managed to make it easier, by and large, for 
people to get into the building.  But have we we done the 
work that’s going to make it easier for them to get the 
education?  For them not only to have a job, but have 
a career? Those things still don’t exist for many people, 
even in Berkeley.

DH: But here’s what hits you when you go into Lawrence’s of-
fice. It’s in a building called the Ed Roberts Campus-- and there 
are actually about a dozen OTHER disability rights organiza-
tions in that building too. The place sprawls over an entire block 
in berkeley -- 

CG: and EVERY SINGLE THING ABOUT IT is designed for ev-
erybody to use.  inside, like a great celebratory piece of art... is 
this huge, orange, spiraling...ramp.  It’s two stories high. It’s one 
of the ways to move between the first and second floors, and all 
around the ramp, the curved walls are lined with giant photos of 
demonstrations over the years.   

DH: So if you’re listening to this while walking, and you happen 
to reach an intersection that’s got a curb cut...maybe a bumpy 
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one that lets blind people feel by cane where the sidewalk ends 
and the street begins…you might…hold up just for a second.   

LAWRENCE: The most important thing I think  people 
can realize is that (pause) by noting it, stopping, paus-
ing, paying attention the next time you walk down the 
street, the next time you try to cross the street (pause for 
breath)—Say a little thank you, if you will. 

 

[MUSIC]
 
 
DH: Curb cuts haven’t just been helpful for wheelchair riders 
-- but also for people pushing strollers and shopping carts, for 
elderly people who use walkers, for bicyclists. And this phenom-
enon has come to be known as the “curb cut effect”. Roman 
Mars will be back to talk with reporter Cynthia Gorney about it 
-- right after this. 

99% Invisible was produced this week by Cynthia Gorney, edit-
ed and GUEST HOSTED by Delaney Hall, Mix and tech produc-
tion by Sharif Youssef, Music by Sean Real, Katie Mingle is the 
Senior Producer, Kurt Kohlstedt is the Digital Director, the rest 
of the team includes Avery Trufelman, Emmett FitzGerald, Taryn 
Mazza, and me Roman Mars.

Please put your hands together for the newest members of 99pi: 
Joe Rosenberg and Vivian Le.
Joe did the brilliant piece on the Mojave Phone Booth and 
Vivian reported the crazy history  Weaponizing Weather and the 
mini-story about alarm design. They’ve both joined us full time 
and you’ll be hearing a lot more from them in the future. 

SPECIAL THANKS: Thanks to Asata Iman for some of the audio 
from the documentary “We Shall Not Be Moved: The 504 Sit-in 
for Disability Rights.”
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